
Parky’s Farm- Winton Woods
It’s not your typical day on the farm during Fantastic Farm Fridays! Every Friday, April 
1 through May 27 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., kids can experience life at Parky’s Farm 
in Winton Woods with hands-on educational activities and live demonstrations.

Fantastic Farm Fridays offers pre-Kindergarten through second graders an opportunity 
to plant veggies, card wool and even measure the height of a pony. Children can also 
take part in live animal demonstrations such as sheep sheering and goat milking. Daily 
activities may vary.

Fantastic Farm Fridays are free and open to the public. No registration is required, but 
organized groups are asked to call in advance at (513) 521-3276. Pony rides (for children 
shorter than 48 inches), wagons rides and Parky’s Playbarn (for ages two to 12) are 
$2.50 per child.

The Curious Naturalist Club!

Do you know a 7-12 year old that loves to climb trees, explore outside, or just enjoys 
nature? Why not consider signing him or her up for the Hamilton County Park District's 
Curious Naturalist Club - a club just for 7-12 year olds that encourages participants and 
their families to engage in the outdoors through fun and educational activities. 
Participation in the club includes:

• Free magnifying glass for joining
• A birthday card with a free surprise
• On-line access to CNC website
• Special, "members only" programs at reduced rates. Programs in 2009 include a 

twilight bike ride, archery, and others.
• Lots of on-line activities to help your child explore the Hamilton County Park 

District in fun and exciting ways.
• A quarterly newsletter, accessible on-line.
• Prizes for completing different numbers of activities, including naturalist-led 

programs.
When your child joins, they'll receive an email with the most recent CNC newsletter, a 
coupon for a free magnifying glass, and a password to access the CNC website. On the 
website, they'll gain access to the downloadable activities that encourage them to 
explore and learn about the outdoors. Some of the activities include:

• Observe an animal in its habitat and create a journal to record observations.
• Interview a park employee and learn about their job.
• Go fishing.
• Learn archery.
• Have a picnic lunch and invite some ants.
• Attend naturalist-led programs.
• Hit a bucket of balls at a driving range.
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How to Register
To register, go to this website: http://greatparks.org/edu/cnc-register.shtm An initial 
one-time registration fee of $10 per child covers all program costs and is good for the 
entire time that the child participates. Once registered, access to the members-only CNC 
website will be available starting January 1, 2009.

Loveland Castle
12025 Shore Rd. Loveland, OH 45140
Admission: $3.00 per person
Summer Hours: April- September 11- 5 pm daily

Roller Skating
Castle Skateland, Loveland
Open skating on Wednesdays from 1:00-3:30 beginning June 8th. The sessions will end 
August 10th.The skating fee is $4.50 if you don't need to rent skates.

Scavenger Hunts
Make a list of nature items for your children to find when you are out for a walk. For 
instance a list for younger children could be that they  find a butterfly, a flower, a bird, 
take a rubbing of a tree, etc. With older children you can use dichotomous keys for 
wildflowers, trees, animal tracks, etc. 

Star Gaze
Check out the Cincinnati Observatory! They have nights where programs are free, but it 
is such a great place to visit and the staff is so friendly that I think it is worth the small 
fee.  http://www.cincinnatiobservatory.org/whatsup.html  Plan on going to Ault Park 
for a picnic since it right down the street. This is a beautiful park!
When you come home try finding some of the constellations you learned about on 
another night.

ZOO CAMPS
Full Day Camps 
http://www.cincinnatizoo.org/discovery/children/summercamp.html
Full Day Camps include a summer camp T-shirt, snacks (campers pack lunch), 
giraffe and lorikeet feeds, animals shows, train/tram rides, a 4-D theater 
experience (except 4-5 year olds), live animal encounters, games hikes, and so 
much more! Camps are for children ages 4-14. 
All sessions meet 9am-4pm, Monday-Friday
Cost: Members/$205, Non-Members/$220

Hamilton County Parks Summer Camps 
Check out this website for details about camps.

Summer Activities

http://greatparks.org/edu/cnc-register.shtm
http://greatparks.org/edu/cnc-register.shtm
http://www.cincinnatiobservatory.org/whatsup.html
http://www.cincinnatiobservatory.org/whatsup.html
http://www.cincinnatizoo.org/discovery/children/summercamp.html
http://www.cincinnatizoo.org/discovery/children/summercamp.html


 http://greatparks.org/edu/camps_descriptions.shtm

Cincinnati Nature Center
http://www.cincynature.org/rowewoods.html
I love this place! It has beautiful trails and an amazing bird-viewing area. If you want to 
take a day trip that the whole family will enjoy, this is the place for you!
Long Branch Farm http://www.cincynature.org/longbranch.html This is a 
500+ acre working farm that is part of the Cincinnati Nature Center. 

Hefner Zoology Museum, Upham Hall, Miami University
http://www.environmentaleducationohio.org/virtual.html
This museum is a hidden treasure on the campus of Miami University. The staff is 
friendly and the exhibits are interesting. You can also go to the Karl E. Limper Geology 
Museum at Schiedler Hall the same day to see all the interesting displays. http://
www.cas.muohio.edu/limpermuseum/

Hueston Woods State Park
http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/parks/parks/huestonw/tabid/745/Default.aspx
Not far from Oxford is a fabulous state park that has a beautiful lake and hiking trails. If 
you enjoy camping there are sites that are available.

Ohio State Parks
Cowan Lake, East Fork, Caesar Creek, Stone Lick, these are all state parks that are close 
to us and would make a great day trip. Check them out for yourself!
http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/parks/parks/locatormap/tabid/726/Default.aspx

Bike (and Hike) Trails

The Great Miami River Recreational Trail
http://www.miamivalleytrails.org/gmiami5.htm
Five miles in length, this is a great trail that the whole family can enjoy. You can eat 
lunch at Joyce Park and pick up the paved trail there or you can begin at the Fitton 
Center and walk along the river. 

Little Miami Bike Trail
http://littlemiamibiketrail.com
If your family likes to bike, this is a great trail for you! Following the original route the 
Little Miami Railroad that ran in 1937, it is easily accessible and can also be used as a 
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walking trail. It is also known as the Loveland bike Trail, but goes much farther than just  
that area.

Museums
Taft Museum http://www.taftmuseum.org
Cincinnati Museum Center  http://www.cincymuseum.org
Boonshoft Museum http://www.boonshoftmuseum.org
Creation Museum http://creationmuseum.org
Sun Watch Village http://www.sunwatch.org
Carillon Park http://www.daytonhistory.org/destinations/carillon-park.htm
Ohio Historical Center http://ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/places/c09/index.shtml
Ohio Historical Society  http://www.ohiohistory.org/portal/education.html
Vent Haven Museum http://www.venthavenmuseum.com/ The only museum in the 
world dedicated to the art of ventriloquism

Lebanon- the Golden Lamb (Where George Washington really did sleep!), a fantastic 
candy store, and a train await you in this quaint town not far from 1-71.
Train Rides-Lebanon  Mason Monroe Train http://www.lebanonrr.com

SPCA http://www.spcacincinnati.org/adopt/

Indiana
Brookville Lake 
http://franklincountyin.com/franklin-county-for-the-fun/brookville-lake

Metamora
This is a canal town that has small shops and covered bridges nearby. 
http://www.metamoraindiana.com

Clifty Falls State Park
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2985.htm
The state park is one of my favorites and the nearby town of Madison is a nice small 
town to visit.

Sky Diving, Greensburg
http://www.skydivegreensburg.com

Indoor Competition Go-Kart Racing, Lawrenceburg
http://www.competitionracing.net
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Hillforest Museum, Aurora
http://www.hillforest.org

Metro Parks, Butler County
 http://www.butlercountymetroparks.org/index.cfm?page=eventCal Lots of fun 
activities to do with your family! Click on the calendar for information concerning 
specific events.

Sunlite Pool, Old Coney
 http://www.coneyislandpark.com/sunlite_pool.php
6201 Kellogg Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45228

Cathedral Basilica of Assumption
1130 Madison Ave, Covington, KY 41011
The Cathedral Basilica is open from
9:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday. Self-guided tours are free

Rumpke Landfill Tour
http://www.rumpke.com/Education/Overview.asp
Tours are on Wednesdays only

Krohn Conservatory Butterfly Show
http://www.butterflyshow.com/
April 16- June 26 Admission- $6.00 Children under 17 $4.00 and Kids under 4- FREE
Daily 10-4pm

Lunken Playfield
http://cincykidsapprove.com/reviews/index.php/parks/lunken-airport-playfield/
Not only is it an airport, but it also is a playfield and has miniature golf! 

Sunrock Farm http://www.sunrockfarm.org/ A hands-on educational farm

http://www.cincykidsapprove.com/Great website for more family fun ideas!
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